
Linked Parishes of St. Cecilia & Our Lady of Peace 
Parish Office:  105 Stanton Avenue 

Syracuse, New York 13209 
315-488-3221 

Dear Parents of the Linked Parishes of Saint Cecilia and Our Lady of Peace, 

I wanted to write you and give you an update about the direction of our youth ministry. First, I 
wanted to thank you for your warm welcome. The openness you have shown to my family and 
I have made this transition so smooth. Second, I appreciate your patience as I settle into my 
new role. There are many moving parts to ministering to any community, and your 
understanding has been so helpful. 

To give you an idea of the direction of our programs, this is what we will be offering: 

EDGE - Grades 6-8 
Every other Thursday night 6:45-8:00PM in the upstairs Youth Rooms at the Linked Parishes 
Office Building, 105 Stanton Avenue, starting OCTOBER 26 

LIFE TEEN - Grades 9-12 
Every other Thursday night starting 6:30PM-8:00PM in the upstairs Youth Room at the Linked 
Parishes Office Building, 105 Stanton Avenue, starting NOVEMBER 2 
Confirmation prep will be included as part of Life Teen enrollment for any high schooler 
desiring the sacrament. 

COMPASS - Grades 1-5 
Sundays before Mass 9:30-10:15AM in the upstairs Youth Rooms at the Linked Parishes 
Office Building, 105 Stanton Avenue, starting OCTOBER 29 
This will include prep for Holy Eucharist and Reconciliation utilizing our gifted faith formation 
volunteers as well as incorporating youth ministry aspects. 

To offer some context for the times for some of our ministries: 
Traditionally, churches hold youth meetings on Sunday nights following a later Mass. After 
much discussion and prayer, we have discerned that this is contrary to what the Church 
desires for the family. Sunday should first and foremost be a day for worship, but also for 
family. It’s also contrary to the Church’s teaching on worship that we shouldn’t set Mass on 
Sunday aside as the most important thing we do. Youth group shouldn’t be a reward for going 
to Mass.  

Along with those reasons, the purpose behind youth ministry is to meet young people where 
they are, in the mess of life. What better time to do that than during their week? Why not set 
aside some time during the stresses of school work, athletics, extracurriculars and everything 
else that’s a part of growing up to be lifted up and encouraged through our faith and with 
fellowship. 



I realize that this may be difficult, as there are so many things happening during the week. 
Our desire as a ministry team is to help young people realize that our Catholic faith is not 
something just for Sundays. We should be willing to make time for Jesus in the midst of our 
struggles and our triumphs.  

As we move forward, there is plenty of work to be done. None of this will be possible without 
your support. The Church teaches us that there are three ways we support the work of 
ministry: TIME, TALENT, TREASURE: 

TIME:    Prayerfully consider joining our Core team, volunteering your time handing on our 
beautiful faith tradition to young people. You don’t have to be a gifted teacher or speaker, just 
willing to give time and be real with young people. 
TALENT:    One of the crucial parts of any ministry night is fellowship together. Whether 
you’re a great cook, can bake up a storm, or maybe you’d be willing to buy food for the night, 
your willingness to help in this way is so important. 
TREASURE:    So, you may not have time, and you can’t cook. There’s a lot that goes into 
effective youth ministry, and that takes financial support. Along with your regular giving to our 
parishes, please prayerfully consider supporting youth ministry monetarily. 

Most importantly, please pray for our youth, their families, and our ministry team. This is an 
exciting and challenging new adventure we are all apart of. Jesus calls us out of the comfort 
of the boat and into the waves. Join us as we step out into this mission. 

Yours in Christ, 

!  
Adam Eichelberger 
Youth Minister 
Linked Parishes of Saint Cecilia and Our Lady of Peace 


